
236 

22 CFR Ch. I (4–1–12 Edition) § 51.41 

§ 51.41 Documentary evidence. 
The applicant must provide documen-

tary evidence that he or she is a U.S. 
citizen or non-citizen national. 

§ 51.42 Persons born in the United 
States applying for a passport for 
the first time. 

(a) Primary evidence of birth in the 
United States. A person born in the 
United States generally must submit a 
birth certificate. The birth certificate 
must show the full name of the appli-
cant, the applicant’s place and date of 
birth, the full name of the parent(s), 
and must be signed by the official cus-
todian of birth records, bear the seal of 
the issuing office, and show a filing 
date within one year of the date of 
birth. 

(b) Secondary evidence of birth in the 
United States. If the applicant cannot 
submit a birth certificate that meets 
the requirement of paragraph (a) of 
this section, he or she must submit sec-
ondary evidence sufficient to establish 
to the satisfaction of the Department 
that he or she was born in the United 
States. Secondary evidence includes 
but is not limited to hospital birth cer-
tificates, baptismal certificates, med-
ical and school records, certificates of 
circumcision, other documentary evi-
dence created shortly after birth but 
generally not more than 5 years after 
birth, and/or affidavits of persons hav-
ing personal knowledge of the facts of 
the birth. 

§ 51.43 Persons born outside the 
United States applying for a pass-
port for the first time. 

(a) General. A person born outside the 
United States must submit documen-
tary evidence that he or she meets all 
the statutory requirements for acquisi-
tion of U.S. citizenship or non-citizen 
nationality under the provision of law 
or treaty under which the person is 
claiming U.S. citizenship or non-cit-
izen nationality. 

(b) Documentary evidence. (1) Types of 
documentary evidence of citizenship 
for a person born outside the United 
States include: 

(i) A certificate of naturalization. 
(ii) A certificate of citizenship. 
(iii) A Consular Report of Birth 

Abroad. 

(2) An applicant without one of these 
documents must produce supporting 
documents as required by the Depart-
ment, showing acquisition of U.S. citi-
zenship under the relevant provisions 
of law. 

§ 51.44 Proof of resumption or reten-
tion of U.S. citizenship. 

An applicant who claims to have re-
sumed or retained U.S. citizenship 
must submit with the application a 
certificate of naturalization or evi-
dence that he or she took the steps 
necessary to resume or retain U.S. citi-
zenship in accordance with the applica-
ble provision of law. 

§ 51.45 Department discretion to re-
quire evidence of U.S. citizenship or 
non-citizen nationality. 

The Department may require an ap-
plicant to provide any evidence that it 
deems necessary to establish that he or 
she is a U.S. citizen or non-citizen na-
tional, including evidence in addition 
to the evidence specified in 22 CFR 
51.42 through 51.44. 

§ 51.46 Return or retention of evidence 
of U.S. citizenship or non-citizen 
nationality. 

The Department will generally re-
turn to the applicant evidence sub-
mitted in connection with an applica-
tion for a passport. The Department 
may, however, retain evidence when it 
deems it necessary for anti-fraud or 
law enforcement or other similar pur-
poses. 

Subpart D—Fees 
§ 51.50 Form of payment. 

Passport fees must be paid in U.S. 
currency or in other forms of payments 
permitted by the Department. 

§ 51.51 Passport fees. 
The Department collects the fol-

lowing passport fees in the amounts 
prescribed in the Schedule of Fees for 
Consular Services (22 CFR 22.1): 

(a) An application fee, which must be 
paid at the time of application, except 
as provided in § 51.52, and is not refund-
able, except as provided in § 51.53. 

(b) An execution fee, except as pro-
vided in § 51.52, when the applicant is 
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Department of State § 51.54 

required to execute the application in 
person before a person authorized to 
administer oaths for passport purposes. 
The execution fee is collected at the 
time of application and is not refund-
able (see § 51.55). When execution serv-
ices are provided by an official of a 
State or local government or of the 
United States Postal Service (USPS), 
the State or local government or USPS 
may retain the fee if authorized to do 
so by the Department. 

(c) A fee for expedited passport proc-
essing, if applicable (see § 51.56). 

(d) A surcharge in the amount of 
twenty-two dollars ($22) on the filing of 
each application for a passport book, in 
the amount of twenty-two dollars ($22) 
on the filing of each application for a 
passport card for an applicant age 16 or 
over, and in the amount of fifteen dol-
lars ($15) on the filing of each applica-
tion for a passport card for an appli-
cant under age 16, in order to cover the 
costs of meeting the increased demand 
for passports as a result of actions 
taken to comply with section 7209(b) of 
the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act of 2004, Public Law 108– 
458 (8 U.S.C. 1185 note). The surcharge 
will be recovered by the Department of 
State from within the passport applica-
tion fee reflected in the Schedule of 
Fees for Consular Services. 

(e) An ‘‘enhanced border security’’ 
surcharge on the filing of each applica-
tion for a regular passport in an 
amount set administratively by the 
Department and published in the 
Schedule of Fees for Consular Services. 

(f) Any other fee that the Depart-
ment is authorized or required by law 
to charge for passport services. 

(g) The foregoing fees are applicable 
regardless of the validity period of the 
passport. 

[72 FR 64931, Nov. 19, 2007; 73 FR 5435, Jan. 30, 
2008, as amended at 75 FR 36535, June 28, 2010] 

§ 51.52 Exemption from payment of 
passport fees. 

(a) A person who is exempt from the 
payment of passport fees under this 
section may obtain a passport book 
only for no charge. A passport card will 
not be issued for no charge to the indi-
viduals exempt from the payment of 
passport fees under this section. 

(b) The following persons are exempt 
from payment of passport fees except 
for the passport execution fee, unless 
their applications are executed before a 
federal official, in which case they are 
also exempt from payment of the pass-
port execution fee: 

(1) An officer or employee of the 
United States traveling on official 
business and the members of his or her 
immediate family. The applicant must 
submit evidence of the official purpose 
of the travel and, if applicable, author-
ization for the members of his or her 
immediate family to accompany or re-
side with him or her abroad. 

(2) An American seaman who requires 
a passport in connection with his or 
her duties aboard a United States flag 
vessel. 

(3) A widow, widower, child, parent, 
brother or sister of a deceased member 
of the United States Armed Forces pro-
ceeding abroad to visit the grave of 
such service member or to attend a fu-
neral or memorial service for such 
member. 

(4) Other persons whom the Depart-
ment determines should be exempt 
from payment of passport fees for com-
pelling circumstances, pursuant to 
guidance issued by the Department; or 

(5) Other categories of persons ex-
empted by law. 

[72 FR 74173, Dec. 31, 2007] 

§ 51.53 Refunds. 
(a) The Department will refund the 

passport application fee and the secu-
rity surcharge to any person exempt 
from payment of passport fees under 22 
CFR 51.52 from whom the fee was erro-
neously collected. 

(b) The Department will refund an 
expedited passport processing fee if the 
Department fails to provide expedited 
passport processing as provided in 22 
CFR 51.56. 

(c) For procedures on refunds of $5.00 
or less, see 22 CFR 22.6(b). 

§ 51.54 Replacement passports without 
payment of applicable fees. 

A passport issuing office may issue a 
replacement passport for the following 
reasons without payment of applicable 
fees: 

(a) To correct an error or rectify a 
mistake of the Department; 
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